
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

APRIL 22, 2019 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Planning Commission Chairperson, Adam Huff, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Members in attendance included Larry Kulesza, Jessica Christopher, Adam Huff, and 

Wayne Wardlow. 

 

STAFF 

 

Staff – Reana Hallam, John Ridlington, Michael Weatherman, John Andrew, Gabriel 

Cruden, and Kathi Merrill. 

 

GUESTS 

 

Guests – none. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED 

 

There were no announcements and mail received, Planning Commission moved on to 

Meeting Minutes. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MINUTES OF APRIL 8, 2019 MEETING 

 

Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza made a motion to make a correction to 

Page 9, Happy Dell Park, paragraph 2, to strike “there are so many restrictions for the 

stage” and have it read “Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated it looks 

like it has been abandoned and is attracting nuisances.” Motion seconded by Jesse 

Christopher.  Motion carried by all.  Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza – yes, 

Planning Commission Member Jesse Christopher – yes, Planning Commission Member 

Wayne Wardlow – yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – LAND USE AND HOUSING ELEMENTS 

 

Clerk/Treasurer, Raena Hallam, stated she spoke with Jenni Anderson, from Stevens 

County Planning, and the County Commissioners will be having a meeting April 23rd to 

discuss their schedule for their Comprehensive Plan update and how they can help 

small cities through the process.  Raena stated Jenni Anderson will be helping us, not 

the consultant Stevens County has hired. 

 

Land Use Element 

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated things are moving forward with the 

Downtown Association.  He briefly reviewed the public participation process of the 

Downtown Association meetings held last year and how a list of goals was established 

for the community.  Larry stated his primary goal is to make sure the final updated 

Comprehensive Plan is an accurate document that can be used for guidance by City 

staff and the public. 

 

Gabriel Cruden, of Connections Consulting, stated he had the list of goals and would 

email it to Raena to share with the Planning Commission.  The 20 year plans and 

incorporate what residents want to see in the new comprehensive plan.   

 

Planning Commissioner Wayne Wardlow asked Gabriel to include the Downtown 

Association vision statement. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated the Urban Growth Area (UGA) will be changing 

with the annexation of the Lakeview Island, NewTec, Grandview and Singers property 

on the west side of the City.  Raena also stated there are property owners on the north 

side of the city who have also expressed interest in annexing.  Raena stated she 

thought the annexation process for all of these areas would be completed at the end of 

the summer 2019. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated Stevens County considers ¼ of an acre to be one 

buildable lot.  There are a lot of questions and some negotiation will need to be made 

for the City to establish an accurate and workable UGA with the county. 

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated population projections are currently in line 

with the park property guidelines.  Guidelines state there should be 6 acres per 1,000 

residents.   

 



Mayor John Ridlington spoke of the lessons learned during the annexation process and 

how the Growth Management Act actually hinders growth in the cities.  The Cities are in 

direct conflict with the Counties who also seek property taxes as a revenue source.   

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated the UGA will also depend on population 

and growth projections.   

 

The Planning Commission discussed the need to readdress areas for industrial type 

activities.  A lot of discussion centered around the close proximity of the railroad and 

types of businesses that would utilize the railroad services.  Mayor Ridlington stated the 

Planning Commission needed to identify land available for business development 

opportunities. 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated Stevens County has completed the Shoreline 

update and will be asking City Council for final adoption in May, 2019.  Raena stated the 

Planning Commission can review its content again when she receives a final copy. 

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated the Comprehensive Plan refers to a well 

head protection policy and asked if it existed.  Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated she 

thought there was a critical areas ordinance and a wellhead protection plan addressed 

in the water plan.  Raena stated the water plan is currently being updated also.  Raena 

stated she will look for the ordinances and bring them to the next Planning Commission 

meeting. 

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated the Shoreline Management Plan mentions 

four archeological sites in Kettle Falls and he would like to know where those are.  

Planning Commissioner Wayne Wardlow agreed and stated there should be signage 

stating that people are not allowed to dig artifacts in those areas.  Wayne also 

mentioned endangered species that he sees in the City and must also be in the County. 

 

Mayor Ridlington stated Gold Hill Manor is doing well and considering expanding their 

senior housing complex.   

 

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated the Planning Commission can discuss the 

Housing Element another evening since it is already 8:30 p.m. 

 

Homework Assignments 

 

Gristmill 

 

Planning Commissioner Wayne Wardlow stated he met with Mr. Ben Hendrickson, the 

owner of the Gristmill, and stated Mr. Hendrickson is not in favor of overnight camping 



as suggested by the Kettle Falls Park Board.  Wayne stated he would like to see a foot 

and/or bike trail established in the Gristmill area. 

 

Float Shed 

 

Planning Commissioner Wayne Wardlow stated he spoke with Thaynan Knowlton, 

Superintendent of Kettle Falls Schools, regarding the float shed.  Wayne stated the 

school feels the City should tear down the float shed and rebuild since it is all city stuff 

stored in the building.  Mayor Ridlington stated the City doesn’t have anything stored in 

the float shed and it is located on school property. 

 

Bike Trail 

 

Gabriel Cruden, Connections Consulting, stated the proposed bike trail between Colville 

and Kettle Falls is still moving forward.   Currently they are working with the WA State 

Dept. of Transportation and looking for funding sources. 

 

Solar Crosswalks 

 

Planning Commissioner Adam Huff stated he contacted the City of Colville and asked 

about their new solar pedestrian crosswalk signs.  He stated for 5 crosswalks the cost 

was $68,000 which included engineering and installation. 

 

Park Security and Financial History 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam stated the Police Department will be providing a list of 

things needed to help them with security in the parks.  Raena stated she completed the 

financial history of the parks and gave the Planning commission a copy.  (Copy on file) 

 

Review 

 

Planning Commissioner Larry Kulesza stated that many of the things discussed this 

evening, and will be discussed in the future, are mentioned in more than one area of the 

Comprehensive Plan.  He gave the financial history of the Parks is mentioned in a 

couple different places, just in a different format.  Planning Commission recognized the 

need to identify these cross references during the review process of the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for May 13, 2019 7:00 p.m. at Kettle Falls City Hall.  The 

Housing Element is to be discussed at next meeting. 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  

Planning Commission Member Jessica Christopher seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried by all.   

 

Planning Commission Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

 

 

Approved: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Adam Huff, Chairperson 

 

Attest: 

 

_____________________   ___ 

Kathi Merrill, Planning Commission Secretary 


