KETTLE FALLS PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
DECEMBER 13, 2021, 7 P.M. 

 CALL TO ORDER

Planning Commission Chair Jody Emra called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members in attendance included Larry Kulesza, Jody Emra and Nick Gourlie.

STAFF

Staff in attendance included John Ridlington, Mike Weatherman, John Andrew, Mary Schultz and Alicia Ayers-by phone. 

GUESTS

None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED

Secretary/Clerk Mary Schultz read a letter provided by Chairperson Jody Emra from Northeast Washington Association of Realtors. (Letter on file)

MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR MINUTES OF OCTOBER 11TH AND NOVEMBER 8, 2021

Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza made a motion to approve the October 11, 2021 meeting minutes with the correction of removing Chairperson Jody Emra’s vote under the Regular Minutes of August 9, 2021 and approve the November 8, 2021 meeting minutes. Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie seconded the motions. Motion carried by all. Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza – yes and Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie – yes. 
NEW BUSINESS
CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE

Ms. Alicia Ayers stated there will be a Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 1803 at the January 4, 2022 City Council Meeting. 

STEVENS COUNTY 60 DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza explained that the 60-day public comment period is part of the Stevens County Comprehensive Plan update process. The 60-day review will begin December 13, 2021 and is disappointing that the review is scheduled during the holidays. Furthermore, when he attended the last Stevens County Planning Commission Meeting prior to Covid-19 there was a discussion about the joint planning and the Chief Fire Marshall position. Larry strongly feels it is important to thoroughly compare the draft to the City’s Comprehensive Plan to identify other issues. 

OLD BUSINESS
PARK PLAN UPDATE
Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie stated all items in the Park Plan update with a line through them have been removed and explained the parenthesis throughout means that the information has not been updated.
Chairperson Jody Emra asked if the city is leasing Happy Dell Park.
Mayor John Ridlington stated Mr. Terry Baxter did not sign papers or file documents.
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated a 5013C was to administrate the principal agreement sale with the city. He explained the final documents were not completed and or filed correctly. 
Chairperson Jody Emra stated Kettle Falls could benefit from having a transit. The Information Center could be the pick-up and drop-off point.
Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie stated he removed the old objectives to create new ones.
Chairperson Jody Emra suggested putting each improvement under its own category so it would be easier to identify. 
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated the goals should be in a section of its own. 
Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie suggested prioritizing the goals. He explained Gibson’s Field is listed in the Comprehensive Plan as one of the city’s parks and factors significantly to the total park acreage, making up nearly half of the total park inventory. 
Mayor John Ridlington stated Gibson’s Field is no longer the city’s and it is closed during the winter months.
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated the recreational national parks are closed during the winter months but are considered park acreage.
Ms. Alicia Ayers stated it is important to understand the meaning of open space, which will require some research to determine where the open space land is located. 
Council Member Michael Weatherman asked if Singer’s Addition would be considered as an open space. Mayor John Ridlington stated the lot on Singer’s Addition is zoned as industrial. 
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated Gibson’s Field is only closed for the season and believes the information for the Gibson’s Field should be kept in the Parks Plan, so it stays consistent.
SHORELINE MASTER PLAN GRANT UPDATE
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated there is no new information on the Shoreline Master Plan grant update at this time.
2022 BUDGET REQUEST
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza a line item was created in the 2022 budget for the action plan projects and it was explained at the City Council Meeting it was up to council to expedite the spending of the money and action plan. Furthermore, he was hoping Kettle Falls Chamber of Commerce had attended tonight’s meeting to work together and discuss projects moving forward.
Council Member John Andrew stated Kettle Falls Chamber of Commerce presentation on the electric box did not seem thought out and prepared. 
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated he would like to see the Planning Commission and Chamber work together and follow a process.
KETTLE FALLS MUNICIPAL CODE UPDATES
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza referenced the list for the 2022 planning goals for title 17 & 15 and explained how important it is to have the wording in the Municipal Code and ordinances be consistent throughout.  
Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie stated for the zoning update part of the homework he is looking at it as if he was the developer of Kettle Falls to see if there might be any issues.
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza asked if Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie has ever used MRSC as a guide for information. Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie stated he had not.
Mayor John Ridlington suggested looking at the parking issues in Kettle Falls.
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated there is several issues that need to be addressed for instance the lot line adjustment, lot sizes and restrictions etc. He explained when working on the binding site plan for Mr. True it required a great deal of research, because the city never had to do one before, however a lot was learned. 
Planning Commission Member Nick Gourlie stated if the process of being able to complete each project was in order it would be easier to tackle the 2022 planning goals. 
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated the legal aspect for the zoning can be researched on MRSC.
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMANTS
Chairperson Jody Emra stated homework will be Municipal Code and Park Plan update.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated Council Member Dale Drake and himself had a meeting with a gentleman by the name of Jason, which lives on Kettle Crest Drive that may be interested in joining the Planning Commission. During this meeting the job duties and time commitment was discussed along with Mr. Trues lot line adjustment project. He stated if Jason is interested and there is no conflict in his schedule, he will submit a letter of interest. 
Council Member John Andrew stated any new candidates that are interested in joining the Planning Commission or City Council should be required to attend meetings to get a better idea of what the job intel’s. Planning Commission Member Larry Kulesza stated it would require an ordinance change. 
Mayor John Ridlington stated he would prefer to recommend them to attend. 
ADJOURNMENT
Planning Commission Chairperson Jody Emra adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.
Approved:

                                                          ____________________________________
                                                               Jody Emra, Chairperson
Attest:

_______________________________
Mary Schultz, Secretary/Clerk

