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KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
NOVEMBER 5, 2019
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor John Ridlington called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL
Michael Weatherman, Dale Drake, John Ridlington, Jesse Garrett, John Andrew and Wayne Wardlow.    
STAFF
Staff – Dave Willey, Phil Adams, Ken House, Michael Gettys and Mary Schultz. 

GUESTS
Guests – Larry Kulesza, Michelle Thomas, Andrea Matthews, Joseph Vialpando and Jim Geisler.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED
As there were no Announcements and Mail Received, City Council moved on to Public Comment.
PUBLIC COMMENT

RURAL RESOURCES VICTIM SERVICES – MICHELLE THOMAS
Ms. Michelle Thomas with Rural Resources Victim Services distributed an informational sheet and explained some of the services provided by Rural Resources Victim Services.  She stated Kettle Falls has helped fund this service for several years. (Complete informational sheet on file)    
[image: ]  
Council Member Jesse Garrett referred to the pie chart for Annual Revenue Sources and stated it doesn’t indicate that Stevens County contributes to this service.
Ms. Thomas stated no, Stevens County doesn’t contribute any money.
Council Member Jesse Garrett stated the City will most likely continue to support victim services but at this time City Council is not sure of the amount. 
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked if people from out of the area utilize their services.
Ms. Thomas stated Rural Resources has a variety of services available so it would be difficult to figure the exact number of people who come from out of the area.
Council Member Jesse Garrett clarified if the Annual Revenue pie chart included only the victim services.
Ms. Thomas stated yes, it is strictly for victim services.
Council Member Dale Drake asked if victim services has any paid staff.
Ms. Thomas stated there are 17 paid employees and 8 volunteers.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked if the victims seeking assistance are mainly women and children.
Ms. Thomas stated the majority is women and children but do service men victims as well.  
City Council thanked Ms. Thomas for coming and giving her presentation. 
CONSENT AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES FOR OCTOBER 15, 2019, OCTOBER 22, 2019 AND OCTOBER VOUCHERS AND PAYROLL
Council Member Wayne Wardlow made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Council Member Michael Weatherman seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes, Council Member Dale Drake – yes, Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT
Council Member Wayne Wardlow announced there will be a Christmas Tree Lighting meeting at Meyers Falls Market, Thursday, November 7, 2019 at 5:30 P.M.  The Christmas Tree Lighting will be on December 7, 2019.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the Chamber of Commerce Treasurer is working to get the Chamber’s financial accounting in order.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the Downtown Association will be having a meeting November 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the Town and Country Days Committee will have a meeting November 21, 2019 at 6:00 p.m to discuss the 2020 event. 
PLANNING/BUILDING/STREETS
Council Member John Andrew stated the Planning Commission is done with the housing element and is working on the transportation element.  He stated the Planning Commission works well with each other and deserves a big kudos for their hard work.
Council Member Michael Weatherman stated the Comprehensive Plan has a lot of material to review and some of the material needs to be researched before the Planning Commission can input any data.     
STAFF REPORTS
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated the Fire Department received two calls for faulty fire alarms.  He stated it is important to change the batteries in fire alarms during this time of year.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated he heard of a 9 volt battery causing a fire in a garbage can because the end of the battery touched foil in the trash can.  He stated people need to put tape on the ends so this doesn’t happen.
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated that can be caused by any type of battery.  He stated the City fire truck has been fixed and the Fire Department did a walk through at Boise Lumber Mill.
Council Member Michael Weatherman asked if the Fire Department has any type of public awareness seminars regarding safety tips like the batteries. 
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated no they don’t.
Council Member Jesse Garrett stated it could be put in the City’s newsletter.
Council Member Dale Drake stated it could be on the City’s webpage.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated it could go on the radio station.  He stated he would look into it.
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Officer Michael Gettys stated the cold must have put a damper on people’s plan as there was nothing to report.
PUBLIC WORKS
JUNIPER AND 8TH AVENUE MANHOLE
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the Juniper and 8th Avenue Manhole project will be done Thursday, November 7, 2019.  He stated the Juniper manhole has been cleaned and will cost fifteen thousand dollars to line it.  He stated the liner to seal the sewer line from 6th Ave to 8th Ave cost fifty thousand dollars.  He stated the contractors put a liner in the pipes to prevent more damage from roots.  
SEWER BACKUP
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated there has been discussion of putting a back flow prevention device on the 8th Street lift station due to Gold Hill Manor residents flushing depends down the toilet causing a nearby residence to flood.
395 WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated there is still nothing going right with the 395 Water Main Replacement project.  He stated in ten days this project will have been going on for five weeks.  He stated the contractor explained in twenty five years of doing this type of work he has never had this many pipes break.  He stated the contractor is having more pipe brought in to replace the whole line.  He stated the City’s water needed to be tested before the holes were filled back in.  He explained the company is being good at paying for materials and equipment.
GREY EAGLE TANK
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey provided pictures of the Grey Eagle Tank and went through each picture explaining the difference in the color on the tank.  He stated the white lines are from previous sealant and the dark spots are where water is leaking.
Mayor John Ridlington asked what year the tank was built.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the grey eagle tank was built in the 1960’s.  He stated there was two different types of concert used when it was built.  He explained the details in the pictures. (Pictures on file)
He stated when the water was shut off for the 395 water main replacement project he was worried that the water fluctuation in the grey eagle tank could cause more crakes.  However, he stated to try to prevent this from happening he over filled the tank so it would not drain completely. 
Mayor John Ridlington asked if the tank should be repaired or replaced.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated it would be ideal to have it replaced because of the condition it is in.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked how much would the tank cost to replace.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the City Engineer Steve Nelson figured two million dollars.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked what the time frame will be to rebuild a new tank.  
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated at least a year.  He stated he would like to have a steel tank built instead of using concrete.
Council Member Dale Drake asked if the tank would be built in a different location.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the tank would need to be built in the same location.  He stated it has to be level with the other tank so the balance stays even.
APOLLO SOLUTIONS
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated Apollo Solutions will be finished with Well #4 Wednesday, November 6, 2019.
WELL #4
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated Well #4 was not working correctly.  He stated City Foreman Rod Sly came up with the idea to bypass the problem.  He stated a part has been replaced and is working know.  
WATER SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the water system plan update has been challenging due to the inaccurate numbers received from the meters on the City wells. 
Council Member John Andrew asked what the deadline is to have the Water Plan update completed.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated it is supposed to be completed by fall of 2020.
APOLLO SOLUTIONS
CITY HALL
Council Member Dale Drake asked if Apollo Solutions has fixed the issue with the thermostat at City Hall.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the thermostat seems to be working at City Hall.  He stated he goes through Alissa with Department of Enterprises with updates.
SOLAR PANELS
Council Member Dale Drake asked if the solar panels are working correctly.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the solar panels are working at this time.  He explained Apollo Solutions keeps asking him to sign off on the paper work but he tells them to contact Alissa with Department of Enterprises.
Council Member Dale Drake asked if Avista will being giving the City the rebate of fifteen thousand dollars.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated he wasn’t sure.
NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCE NO. 1783 – AN OARDINANCE LEVYING TAXES TO RAISE REVENUE NECESSARY TO DEFRAY EXPENSES AND EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF KETTLE FALLS, WASHINGTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2020
Council Member Jessie Garrett made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 1783, an Ordinance levying taxes to raise revenue necessary to defray expenses and expenditures of the City of Kettle Falls, Washington for the fiscal year ending Decmeber 31, 2020 by title only.  Council Member Dale Drake second the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes, Council Member Dale Drake – yes, Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
ORDINANCE NO. 1784 – AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY AD VALOREM TAXES FOR THE 2020
Council Member Jessie Garrett made a motion to introduce Ordinance No. 1784, an Ordinance fixing the amount to be raised by Ad Valorem taxes for the 2020 by title only.  Council Member Wayne Wardlow second the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes, Council Member Dale Drake – yes, Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
OLD BUSINESS
NUISANCE PROPERTY UPDATE – MR. ANDY DRAKE
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated he will be getting three bids November 11, 2019 for the cost to clean up 550 Kalmia property.  He stated he spoke to Mr. Andy Drake with Police Chief Chris Courchene present.
Mayor John Ridlington asked if Mr. Andy Drake is willing to move the vehicles so the property can be cleaned up.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated Mr. Andy Drake stated he would move the items he wants to keep and would clear the alley way. 
Mr. Jim Geisler, 775 Vanasse Rd. Kettle Falls, stated his tractor has been broken and his wife was sick so he hasn’t been able to help.  He stated he will have his tractor fixed soon and will be able to start moving stuff.  However, he stated Mr. Andy Drake has been adding more junk to the property.
Mayor John Ridlington stated the City will continue to move forward with the process of cleaning up 550 Kalmia.  
Council Member Jesse Garrett asked if anyone has submitted any bids.
Public Works Dave Willey stated Colville Construction and Mr. Mike Naff.
Council Member Dale Drake asked if there is a deadline on the court order when the property has to be cleaned.
City Attorney Logan Worley stated it is a year.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated it will only take three days to get the property cleaned up with the proper equipment. 
Mayor John Ridlington stated what is going to happen with the sewer line.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the sewer line will be capped off.
Council Member Dale Drake stated Mr. Andy Drake is getting power from the neighbor’s property.
Public Works Superintendent Dave Willey stated the Police Department would need to handle that issue.
Officer Michael Gettys stated he would talk with Police Chief Chris Courchene about what can be done with Mr. Andy Drake using the neighbor’s property.
City Attorney Logan Worley stated if the City were to own the property they would have the right to ask Mr. Andy Drake to leave but at this time the City can’t.  He stated Tri-County Health should get involved as there is no utilities available.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Wayne Wardlow referred to RCW 7.48.010 regarding nuisance properties and asked if a letter could go to the other 10 properties that are causing issues.
City Attorney Logan Worley stated the City has a nuisance ordinance although there is specific criteria that makes a property a nuisance property.  However, he stated most City’s don’t usually take property owners to court for nuisance property as it costs too much. 
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the City should follow through as there is 1,650 good people that are being offended because of the 10 bad people choosing not to clean up their property.
Mayor John Ridlington thanked Mr. Geisler for being a good volunteer.  
Council Member Dale Drake asked Mr. Geisler if he was able to get the cement slab washed off on Larch Street.
Mr. Geisler stated he did not get it washed off yet.
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated he would make it happen.  
SEPTAGE DUMPING FEES
Council Member Jesse Garrett made a motion to adjust the septage fee back to $.12 for the month of September to all bulk septage customers as they were not aware of the rate change.  Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes, Council Member Dale Drake – yes, Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
CITY PLANNING POSITION
Mayor John Ridlington asked if there could be a motion made to allow him to hire a City Planner.
Council Member Dale Drake made a motion to allow the Mayor to hire a City Planner at twenty dollars per hour with the possibility of increasing the rate later.  Council Member John Andrew second the motion.
Mayor John Ridlington asked what the twenty dollars per hour was based on.
Council Member Dale Drake stated if Mr. Jones does a good job City Council can always add more but you can’t take away.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated he would like to see a monthly report added to the motion. 
Mayor John Ridlington stated if the City hires a City Planner to work on the Comprehensive Plan update Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam will not have to attend the meetings which will save the City money.
Council Member John Andrew stated Mr. Chuck Jones has not been attending the Planning Commission Meetings and is not aware of the detail of the Comprehensive Plan update at this point.  Furthermore, he explained Mr. Jones didn’t have any interest in being on the Planning Commission.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the Mayor mentioned the Comprehensive Plan update and could there be another position added to the motion to help complete the update on time.
Council Member Dale Drake stated it would be better to keep the motion simple.
Council Member Jesse Garrett asked how many hours per week would Mr. Jones be working.
Council Member Dale Drake stated he would be working sixteen hours per week.
Council Member Jesse Garrett stated so there would be no benefits.
Clerk/Secretary Mary Schultz stated it would be a contracted position so there would be no benefits.
City Attorney Logan Worley stated Mr. Jones would not be a City employee as it is a contracted position specifically working on the Comprehensive Plan update.
Council Member Dale Drake made a motion to allow the Mayor to sign the contract to hire a City Planner to work on the Comprehensive Plane update at twenty dollars per hour with a monthly report to City Council.  Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes, Council Member Dale Drake – yes, Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
ANNEXATION UPDATE
Mayor John Ridlington asked if there has been anymore signatures collected. 
City Attorney Logan Worley stated there needs to be new signatures as it has been over six months.  
Mayor John Ridlington asked City Attorney Logan Worley to get him a list of people that the City needs signatures from and he will go and get them.
Council Member Dale Drake asked if a letter could go out to each individual instead of door knocking.
Mayor John Ridlington stated he would go and get the signatures. 
2020 BUDGET
Mayor John Ridlington stated there is a budget workshop scheduled for November 12, 2019.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Mr. Larry Kulesza, 530 Juniper Kettle Falls, stated working under a contracted position at the wage of twenty dollars per hour with only sixteen hours per week a person will not take much money home after all the taxes, Labor & Industries, unemployment and social security are taken out.  











ADJOURNMENT

Mayor John Ridlington adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
Approved: 


							__________________	______                                                                      							John Ridlington, Mayor


Attest:_____________________________
       Mary Schultz, Secretary/Clerk
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