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KETTLE FALLS CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Michael Weatherman, Jesse Garrett, John Andrew and Wayne Wardlow. Dale Drake and Mayor John Ridlington was absent. 
Council Member Wayne Wardlow moved to excuse Council Member Dale Drake from the Council Meeting.   Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
Council Member Michael Weatherman moved to excuse Mayor John Ridlington from the Council Meeting.   Council Member Wayne Wardlow seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Michael Weatherman – yes and Council Member Wayne Wardlow - yes.
STAFF
Staff – Mary Schultz. 

GUESTS
Guests – 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MAIL RECEIVED
As there were no Announcements and Mail Received, City Council moved on to Public Comment.
PUBLIC COMMENT
2021 LIBRARY DEPARTMENT BUDGET REQUEST
Library Manager Katy Pike reviewed her 2021 Budget request with City Council.  She stated the difference from last year’s budget is two thousand dollars for cleaning supplies under the City’s share.
Council Member Michael Weatherman asked Library Manager Katy Pike if the cleaning supplies was due to Covid-19 and if so, she should submit the invoices to City Hall.
Library Manager Katy Pike stated Stevens County Libraries has received a Cares Act Grant to cover cost for PPE equipment and barriers for the counter due to Covid-19.  She explained the cleaning supplies still needed are disinfected wipes and alcohol wipes for the computers.
Council Member John Andrew asked if the money not spent will it roll over to the next year.  Library Manager Katy Pike stated yes.
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett asked if the City can help with any purchases due to Covid-19.  Library Manager Katy Pike stated the need insulation for the walk-up service windows. 
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2021 POLICE DEPARTMENT BUDGET REQUEST
Police Chief Chris Courchene reviewed his 2021 Budget request with City Council.  He explained the Police Department has been rotating 12 hour shifts and submitting the overtime hours to the state for reimbursement due to Covid-19.  He stated the ammunition vendors the Police Department orders from are out of stock and he is looking into other options.  Chief Courchene stated he had mandatory training scheduled for the officers in the beginning of the year but due to Covid-19 it was cancelled, so training is on-line.  With the Covid-19 grant the Police Department will purchase new computers which will help with the on-line training.  He stated the Police Department continues to need another officer as a position was cut in 2011.  Furthermore, the Police Department is asking for a new vehicle and portable radios.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated there are other vendors that carry the type of ammunition the Police Department is looking for and he would be willing to assist in the research with Chief Courchene.
Council Member Jesse Garrett stated the difference in the total numbers from last year’s budget is the cut position from 2011.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated due to the salary increase last year he does not foresee the 2021 budget allowing for another police officer.
Police Chief Chris Courchene stated there has been a lot of different types of crimes happening at the skate park at night.  He would like to see a fence put up around the park so if it continues the park can be locked and not usable.  He explained a censored light will encourage kids to congregate more at night, which is the opposite of what is needed.  He stated when Mr. Allen was Police Chief, he got permission from council to kick kids out of the skate park until kids started to behave. 
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked if a neighborhood watch program would help.  
Police Chief Chris Courchene stated yes.  He explained if people knew others were watching out for others there seems to be less crimes.  He stated recently there has been multiple cars getting broken into.  
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated he would be available to meet up Monday, September 21, 2020 to discuss ammunition, portable radios and getting a neighborhood watch program started.   
Council Member John Andrew stated a neighborhood watch program will not work but agrees with needing a fence to be put up.
Police Chief Chris Courchene stated yes.  He stated there has been a lot of crimes down in the bowl of the skate park and around the ball field next to the swimming pool for some time now, and there have been broken windows at the school.
Council Member John Andrew stated he would be concerned with the liability of forming a neighborhood watch program and would like to have City Attorney Logan Worley’s opinion. 

    
[image: ]
[image: ]
2021 FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET REQUEST
Fire Chief Phil Adams reviewed his 2021 Budget request with City Council.  He stated for twenty thousand dollars he can purchase new apparatus and new gear.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow asked how many sets does the 
Fire Department need.  Fire Chief Phil Adams stated twenty-five sets.
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated there is no total under the reserve fund for the City.  He suggested to Fire Chief Phil Adams talk with Clerk/Treasurer Raena Hallam for the City’s share for the Fire Department.
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated the twenty thousand dollars under the district share for the reserve fund was meant to be placed under the City’s share.
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated the dollar amount for the physicals is short a thousand dollars.  Fire Chief Phil Adams stated he would double check the totals and submit a new budget.  
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STAFF REPORTS
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Fire Chief Phil Adams stated there has been lots of false calls.  However, the Fire Department has received 85 calls so far this year.
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Police Chief Chris Courchene stated he would like the Council to be aware that his 2021 budget balance reflects up until May of 2020.  He also mentioned due to Covid-19 the yearly events (Town of Country Days) within Kettle Falls were cancelled, so the City did not have to pay the officers any over time.



PUBLIC WORKS
GREY EAGLE TANK
Secretary/Clerk Mary Schultz stated there is a report provided in the agenda packet from City Engineer Steve Nelson giving an update of the grey eagle water tank inspection.
CONSENT AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
Council Member Michael Weatherman made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Wayne Wardlow – yes and Council Member Michael Weatherman - yes.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated the Chamber of Commerce group is losing the secretary/treasurer and vice president members.  He explained Thursday, September 10, 2020 the Chamber of Commerce voted him as president again for Chamber of Commerce.  He stated due to events being cancelled, volunteers are losing interest.  However, he would like to still try to hold the Christmas Tree Lighting and parade this year to keep the volunteers involved. 
PLANNING
VARIANCE IN-TOWN
Council Member John Andrew stated Mr. Jim Giesler attended the Planning Commission Meeting Monday, September 14, 2020.  He explained Mr. Giesler applied for a variance for two lots on 9th Avenue to see if they are buildable prior to purchasing.  He stated Mr. Giesler is to attend the next Planning Commission Meeting for an answer.    
OLD KETTLE ROAD
Council Member John Andrew stated Mr. Nick Braden is inquiring about purchasing a lot on Old Kettle Road to store wood and run a log processor business.  He explained Mayor John Ridlington stated it would be a fire hazard and the equipment would create too much noise for the residential neighbors.  Furthermore, it is zoned as single family residential not commercial. 
BINDING SITE PLAN
Council Member John Andrew stated Mr. Brandon True was not present for the Planning Commission Meeting so the binding site plan could not be finalized.
HAPPY DELL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
Council Member John Andrew stated the City will keep the old playground equipment from Happy Dell Park and be used for spare parts. 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS
Council Member John Andrew stated the Planning Commission is still needing two members.    
NEW BUSINESS
COVID GRANT FUNDS FOR LOCAL BUSINESS
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated there is a Covid-19 grant money application provided in the agenda packet that the City would like to mail out to businesses residing within the City limit.  He asked Council to review the application and suggest any necessary changes to the application. 
Council Member John Andrew stated what about the Senior Center and the Food Bank.  Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated both would be included in the mailing.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow made a motion to allow local business to apply for the Covid-19 grant funds.  Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Wayne Wardlow – yes and Council Member Michael Weatherman - yes.
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated there also needs to be a motion made to allow the Business Develop Committee to review applications weekly to see if they qualify.  Council Member John Andrew asked who is on the Business Develop Committee.
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated Council Member Wayne Wardlow and himself.
Council Member Michael Weatherman made a motion to allow the Business Develop Committee to process and approve the Covid-19 grant fund application with the Mayor’s final decision.  Council Member Wayne Wardlow second the motion.
Discussion:
Council Member John Andrew stated he felt uncomfortable with the process not presented to City Council.
Council Member Wayne Wardlow stated with the limited amount of meetings before the deadline it would be difficult to process the application and the Mayor will have the final decision.
Council Member John Andrew asked if City Council could get a report with the applications.  Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated yes.
Motion cared by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Wayne Wardlow – yes and Council Member Michael Weatherman - yes.  
RELEASE RETAINGE – E 10TH AND 11TH AVE TO OAK STREET PROJECT
Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett stated there needs to be a motion made for the release of retainage for the East 10th & 11th Avenue to Oak Street Project.  He explained that five percent of the cost was held back to ensure the project was completed correctly. 
Council Member John Andrew asked how much the five percent was.  Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett gave the amount of fourteen thousand four hundred seventy-four dollars and fifty cents ($14,474.50) and explained that it was not part of the 2021 budget.
Council Member Michael Weatherman made a motion to allow the five percent retainage to be released for the East 10th & 11th Avenue to Oak Street project.  Council Member John Andrew seconded the motion.  Motion carried by all.  Council Member Jesse Garrett – yes, Council Member John Andrew – yes, Council Member Wayne Wardlow – yes and Council Member Michael Weatherman - yes.
SOCIAL MEDIA DISCUSSION – WAYNE WARDLOW
Council Member Wayne Wardlow gave a presentation on the recent social media dilemma. 
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OLD BUSINESS
As there was no Old Business, City Council moved to Public Comment.
PUBLIC COMMENT
As there was no Public Comment, City Council moved on to Adjournment.
ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Garrett adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.
Approved: 

							__________________	________                                                                      						     Jesse Garrett, Mayor Pro Tem

Attest:_____________________________
       Mary Schultz, Secretary/Clerk
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